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HB10/HB189	-	Founded	on	recommendations	from	the	Human	Trafficking	Prevention	Task	Force.	Creates	
greater	 clarity	 in	 current	 statutory	 language,	 improves	 the	 identification	 and	 reporting	 of	 human	
trafficking,	 bolsters	 prosecution	 of	 this	 offense,	 and	 moves	 toward	 a	 more	 coordinated	 statewide	
response	for	victims.	

Update:	 	 Extends	 the	 task	 force	 until	 2017.	 	 Adds	 TEA,	 Parks	 and	 Wildlife;	 Supreme	 Court	
Permanent	Judicial	Commission	for	Children,	Youth,	and	Families;	representative	of	a	statewide	
medical	association,	and	certain	agencies	(TJJD	included)	to	designate	an	individual	to	coordinate	
resources.		Requires	the	Office	of	the	Governor	to	establish	Child	Sex	Trafficking	prevention	unit	
within	the	Office	of	the	Governor’s	Criminal	Justice	division.		The	bill	requires	the	Texas	Education	
Agency	(TEA)	to	develop	a	policy	in	addition	to	its	current	child	abuse	and	neglect	reporting	policy	
to	include	mandatory	reporting	related	to	trafficking	of	a	child.		Effective	9/1/15.	
Child	Sex	Trafficking	Prevention	Unit:		Addressing	the	front-end	of	the	pipeline	

	 	 Purpose:			
• Assist	 agencies	 in	 leveraging	 and	 coordinating	 state	 resources	 directed	 toward	

prevention	
• Facilitate	collaborative	efforts	among	state	agencies	
• Collect	and	analyze	research	and	information		
• Refer	victims	to	available	rehabilitation	programs	
• Provide	support	for	prosecutions	
• Develop	recommendations	
• No	SOL	for	compelling	prostitution	of	a	child	
• No	 SOL	 for	 sexual	 assault	 if	 probable	 cause	 exists	 to	 believe	 the	 defendant	 has	

committed	same	or	similar	offense	against	5	or	more	victims.	
**The	change	has	been	made	because	these	cases	are	hard	to	prove	and	the	lack	of	evidence	to	prove	
these	cases**	
	
SB825-	Prostitution	changes-	Relating	 to	 the	prosecution	of	 the	offense	of	prostitution.	 	Modifies	 the	
definition	of	prostitution	creating	43.02(a)	for	the	person	requesting/receiving	money	and	43.02(b)	for	
the	person	offering/paying	money.		Makes	a	change	to	43.05,	compelling	prostitution,	to	provide	that	if	
conduct	 constituting	 an	 offense	 under	 43.05	 also	 constitutes	 an	 offense	 under	 another	 Penal	 Code	
section,	the	person	may	be	prosecuted	under	either	section	or	both	sections.		Effective	9/1/15	
43.02(a)	and	(c)	now	apply	to	prostitute	
43.02(b)	and	(c-1)	now	apply	to	the	“customer”	
Enhancements	are	the	same	for	both	
Defense	for	victim	of	compelling	prostitution	(new)	or	trafficking	applies	only	to	prostitute		
Now	a	registerable	offense*	

• 2nd	degree	felony	if	the	person	solicited	is		
o Younger	than	18	(current	law)	
o Represented	as	being	younger	than	18	(new)	
o Believed	by	actor	to	be	younger	than	18	(new)	

	 CCP	references	43.02(c)(3);	will	need	to	apply	it	as	43.02(c-1)(3)	due	to	SB825	
	
HB11-	 Relating	 to	 the	 powers	 and	 duties	 of	 the	 Texas	 Department	 of	 Public	 Safety,	military	 and	 law	
enforcement	training,	and	the	investigation,	prosecution,	punishment,	and	prevention	of	certain	offenses;	
creating	 an	 offense	 and	 increasing	 a	 criminal	 penalty;	 authorizing	 fees.	 	 Signed	 by	 the	 Gov.	 6/9/15.		
Effective	9/1/15	
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Update:	 	 Adds	 and	 amends	 a	 variety	 of	 laws	 aimed	 to	 assist	 in	 deterrence	 and	prevention	of	
human	trafficking	and	organized	crime,	including:	creating	transnational/organized	crime	division	
in	 Attorney	 General’s	 Office	 creating	 IT	 review	 policies	 for	 DPS,	 implementing	 incident	 based	
crime	 statistics	 reporting,	 building	 a	 multiuse	 training	 facility,	 establishing	 a	 transitional	
intelligence	center,	and	amends	penal	laws	regarding	smuggling	of	persons.		Effective	9/1/15	
Transnational	and	Organized	Crime	Division:	

	 	 Purpose:	
• Provide	assistance	to	local	prosecutors	in	investigating	trafficking	of	persons	and		
						related	crimes	
• Work	with	local	and	state	agencies	to	identify	and	assist	trafficking	victims	
	

H.B.	 418-	 Amends	 the	 Human	 Resources	 Code	 to	 authorize	 the	 Commissioners	 court	 of	 a	 county	 or	
governing	body	of	a	municipality	to	contract	with	a	child-placing	agency	to	verify	a	secure	agency	foster	
home	or	secure	agency	foster	group	home	to	provide	a	safe	and	therapeutic	environment	tailored	to	the	
needs	of	children	who	are	victims	of	trafficking.	The	bill	prohibits	a	child-placing	agency	from	verifying	a	
secure	 agency	 foster	 home	or	 secure	 agency	 foster	 group	 home	 to	 provide	 services	 unless	 the	 child-
placing	 agency	 holds	 an	 appropriate	 child-care	 services	 license	 that	 authorizes	 the	 agency	 to	 provide	
services	to	victims	of	trafficking	in	accordance	with	Department	of	Family	and	Protective	Services	(DFPS)	
standards	for	child-placing	agencies.	Signed	by	the	Gov.	on	6/9/15.		Effective	9/1/15.	
	 Update:		See	Attached	
	
HB968	 -	Veil	Piercing	-	allows	victims	who	have	been	trafficked	by	a	business	to	go	after	the	assets	of	
shareholders	who	have	directly	benefited	from	human	trafficking.		Signed	by	the	Gov.	6/1/15.		Effective	
6/1/15	

HB1144-	Relating	to	establishing	a	task	force	to	examine	the	adjudication,	disposition,	and	registration	of	
juvenile	sex	offenders.	Also	requires	the	task	force	to	study	issues	related	to	juvenile	sex	offenders	and	
make	policy	recommendations	to	improve	the	individuals’	outcomes.		Effective	6/17/15	

HB1217-	Relating	to	certain	reporting	requirements	of	the	Department	of	Family	and	Protective	Services	
regarding	child	protection,	including	reporting	information	for	certain	foster	children	who	are	missing	or	
are	victims	of	sex	trafficking.	Effective	9/1/15	

HB1293-	Relating	to	the	confidentiality	of	identifying	information	of	victims	of	stalking;	creating	a	criminal	
offense.	Effective	9/1/15	

HB1363-	Relating	to	the	prosecution	of	and	punishment	for	the	offense	of	prostitution;	creating	a	criminal	
offense.	Signed	in	both.	Sent	to	the	Gov.	5/30/15	
	 Update:	Vetoed	by	the	Governor	6/20/15	
	
HB1793-	Relating	to	reports	of	certain	missing	children	and	to	the	administration	of	missing	or	exploited	
children	prevention	grants.		

Update:	Provides	law	enforcement	agencies	with	the	option	of	reporting	certain	missing	children	
as	“high	risk”.		Clarifies	what	qualifies	as	non-profit	organization	for	purposes	of	being	eligible	to	
receive	grants	pertaining	to	missing	children	from	the	Office	of	 the	Governors	Criminal	 Justice	
division.		Effective	date	9/1/15	
	

HB2070-	Relating	to	certain	requirements	for	certain	facilities	licensed	by	the	Department	of	Family	and	
Protective	Services	and	the	department's	enforcement	authority.		H.B.	2070	requires	the	Department	of	
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Family	and	Protective	Services	to	waive	the	notice	and	hearing	requirement	for	an	applicant	who	submits	
an	application	to	provide	services	at	the	applicant’s	general	residential	operation	for	trafficking	victims	
and	removes	the	requirement	for	local,	state,	or	federal	law	enforcement	determination	regarding	the	
facility	 population	 and	 security	 concerns.	 	 H.B.	 2070	 amends	 current	 law	 relating	 to	 the	 waiver	 of	
notification	and	hearing	requirements	for	certain	foster	homes	that	provide	shelter	to	victims	of	human	
trafficking.		Effective	9/1/15.	

HB2290-	Relating	to	designating	January	as	Human	Trafficking	Prevention	Month.	Effective	9/1/15	

HB2291-Relating	to	the	payment	of	restitution	to	certain	individuals	depicted	in	child	pornography	and	to	
increasing	the	punishment	for	certain	individuals	convicted	of	the	offense	of	possession	or	promotion	of	
child	pornography.		

Update:	Signed	by	the	Governor	6/18/15.		Effective	9/1/15	
	

HB2455-	 Relating	 to	 the	 establishment	 of	 a	 task	 force	 to	 promote	 uniformity	 in	 the	 collection	 and	
reporting	 of	 information	 relating	 to	 family	 violence,	 sexual	 assault,	 stalking,	 and	 human	 trafficking.		
Effective	6/16/15	

HB2511	 -	Creates	a	Human	Trafficking	Prevention	Business	Partnership	 that	encourages	businesses	 to	
adopt	policies	and	foster	a	workplace	environment	that	protects	against	human	trafficking.		

Update:	Signed	by	the	Governor	6/19/15.		Effective	immediately	
	

SB147-Relating	to	the	violation	of	certain	court	orders	or	conditions	of	bond	in	a	family	violence,	sexual	
assault	or	abuse,	stalking,	or	trafficking	case;	providing	penalties.		

Update:	Signed	by	the	Governor	6/19/15.		Effective	9/1/15	
	

SB344-	Relating	to	the	prosecution	of	the	offense	of	online	solicitation	of	a	minor.			S.B.	344	amends	the	
Penal	Code	to	change	who	is	considered	a	minor	for	purposes	of	an	online	solicitation	of	a	minor	offense	
from	an	individual	who	represents	himself	or	herself	to	be	younger	than	17	years	of	age	to	an	individual	
who	is	younger	than	17	years	of	age.	The	bill	changes	the	requisite	intent	for	an	online	solicitation	of	a	
minor	offense	committed	by	a	person	who	is	17	years	of	age	or	older	and	who	communicates	in	a	sexually	
explicit	manner	with	a	minor	or	distributes	sexually	explicit	material	to	a	minor	from	the	intent	to	arouse	
or	gratify	the	sexual	desire	of	any	person	to	the	intent	to	commit	one	of	the	following	offenses:	continuous	
sexual	abuse	of	a	young	child	or	children,	indecency	with	a	child,	sexual	assault,	aggravated	sexual	assault,	
prohibited	sexual	conduct	with	a	family	member,	compelling	prostitution,	sexual	performance	by	a	child,	
possession	or	promotion	of	child	pornography,	or	a	certain	human	trafficking	offense.	The	bill	removes	
the	defenses	to	prosecution	for	online	solicitation	of	a	minor	involving	that	conduct	and	removes	statutory	
provisions	establishing	that	 it	 is	not	a	defense	to	prosecution	for	online	solicitation	of	a	minor	that	an	
actor	who	knowingly	solicits	a	minor	to	meet	another	person	with	the	intent	that	the	minor	will	engage	
in	sexual	contact,	sexual	intercourse,	or	deviate	sexual	intercourse	with	the	actor	or	another	person	either	
did	not	intend	for	the	meeting	to	occur	or	was	engaged	in	a	fantasy	at	the	time	of	the	commission	of	the	
offense.		Effective	9/1/2015.	

SB536-Relating	to	the	designation	of	certain	prostitution	prevention	programs	as	commercially	sexually	
exploited	persons	court	programs.	Signed	by	the	Gov.	on	6/16/15		
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SB630-Relating	to	protective	orders	for	certain	victims	of	sexual	assault	or	abuse,	stalking,	or	trafficking.		S.B.	
630	amends	the	Code	of	Criminal	Procedure	to	authorize	a	person	who	is	a	victim	of	a	continuous	trafficking	
of	persons	offense	and	a	prosecuting	attorney	acting	on	behalf	of	a	person	who	is	the	victim	of	a	continuous	
trafficking	of	persons	offense,	acting	on	behalf	of	a	parent	or	guardian	acting	on	behalf	of	a	person	younger	
than	17	years	of	age	who	is	a	victim	of	certain	sexual	offenses,	certain	sexual	assaultive	offenses,	or	a	stalking	
offense,	or	acting	on	behalf	of	a	parent	or	guardian	acting	on	behalf	of	a	person	younger	than	18	years	of	age	
who	is	the	victim	of	certain	trafficking	offenses	or	a	compelling	prostitution	offense	to	file	an	application	for	
a	protective	order	without	regard	to	the	relationship	between	the	applicant	and	the	alleged	offender.	The	bill	
entitles	certain	victims	of	certain	sexual	offenses,	certain	sexual	assaultive	offenses,	a	stalking	offense,	certain	
trafficking	offenses,	or	a	compelling	prostitution	offense	and	the	victim's	parent	or	guardian	to	the	following	
rights:		

• The	right	to	request	that	the	attorney	representing	the	state,	subject	to	the	Texas	Disciplinary	Rules	
of	Professional	Conduct,	file	a	protective	order	application	on	behalf	of	the	victim;		

• The	right	to	be	informed	that	the	victim	or	the	victim's	parent	or	guardian,	as	applicable,	may	file	a	
protective	order	application;	to	be	informed	of	the	court	in	which	the	application	may	be	filed;	to	be	
informed	that,	on	request	of	the	victim	or	of	the	victim's	parent	or	guardian,	as	applicable,	and	subject	
to	the	Texas	Disciplinary	Rules	of	Professional	Conduct,	the	attorney	representing	the	state	may	file	
the	application;		

• The	right	to	be	given	by	the	court,	if	the	victim	or	the	victim's	parent	or	guardian,	as	applicable,	is	
present	 when	 the	 defendant	 is	 convicted	 or	 placed	 on	 deferred	 adjudication	 community	
supervision,	the	information	of	the	court	in	which	the	protective	order	application	may	be	filed,	if	
the	victim	or	the	victim's	parent	or	guardian,	as	applicable,	is	not	present	when	the	defendant	is	
convicted	or	placed	on	deferred	adjudication	community	supervision.	Effective	date	9/1/15	

	

SB1853-Relating	 to	 authorizing	 the	 Department	 of	 Public	 Safety	 of	 the	 State	 of	 Texas	 to	 establish	 a	
statewide	program	for	the	prevention	and	detection	of	certain	criminal	offenses.		The	bill	would	amend	
the	 Government	 Code	 to	 authorize	 the	 Department	 of	 Public	 Safety	 (DPS)	 to	 establish	 a	 program	
throughout	 this	 state	 for	 preventing	 and	 detecting	 the	 unlawful	 possession	 or	 movement	 of	 certain	
firearms,	controlled	substances,	currency,	or	smuggling	or	trafficking	of	persons.	The	bill	would	stipulate	
the	program	must	be	executed	 in	a	manner	 that	minimizes	 the	 impact	 to	economic	activities	and	 the	
intrusiveness	 of	 police	 officer	 encounters.	 	 DPS	 under	 current	 law	 already	 possesses	 the	 authority	 to	
conduct	law	enforcement	operations	relating	to	the	criminal	enterprise	activities	noted	in	the	bill;	as	it	is	
therefore	unclear	what,	if	any,	additional	actions	the	bill	would	require	of	the	agency,	costs	are	estimated	
not	to	be	significant.			

Update:	Signed	by	the	Governor	6/19/15.		Effective	immediately.	
	


